i The Beacon

Western Region PTA®

New York State Congress of Parentsand Teachers, Inc.

-Branch of the National-

February 2010

Region Director Report

It's February and we (well, most of us) have taken down our
winter holiday decorations. As much as | longfor spring, it
is good to be in the lull between the holiday rush and the
wrap up of the PTA year end.

Since our last newsletter, we have had the opportunity to
meet with our legidators at the L egislative Breakfast Febru-
ary 6" and have celebrated Founders Day February 10™.
Articles within this newsletter will provide you with an
overview of the events.

L ooking to the future, we have many upcoming events. In
order of occurrence, | begin with the New York State Legis-
| ation/Education Conference February 27" to February 28"
At this event, we educate PTA volunteers advocating for
children on the changes in academics along with issues &f-
fecting our children’s health, safety, and environment, and
the professional staff surrounding them while they attend
school. WRPTA Legislation Chair Debra Ritz and | will be
attending and returning with information to be posted in the
next newsletter. Debra will also be participating in “Lobby
Day”, March 16, 2010. Please be advised all may attend
NYSPTA’sVirtual Lobby Day in the comfort of your home
on March 17, 2010. Please mark your calendars and check
your email for more information. Get the word out to your
members to participate.

Our Reflections reception is atime to honor our talented
children and support arts in education. Whether you have a
child who has a submission for the event or not, you are cor-
dially invited to attend this free event and experience West-
ern Region’sfinalists' work. The date is April 30, 2010 and
will be held at Big Tree Elementary in Hamburg. (Please
note: this date represents a change.) Again, more informa-
tion will follow.

Spring Conference, our annual region meeting, is approach-
ing. It is scheduled for Thursday May 20" in the Ken/Ton
School District at Kenmore East High School. As aregion,
it isour responsibility to provide leadership training that not

only assists you with your PTA responsibilities but in life as
well. Remember, thisis alegitimate PTA expense whichis
usually about $10 and includes supper. The delegate(s) you
choose to send will be bringing back materials to present to
and share with your units. Y our comments from previous
conferences are taken very seriously and we continually
make changes to address them and keep up with the times.
Please stay tuned for further details as we are expecting a
great turnout

With regard to unit business, you should have your nomina-
ing committee in place. Check your bylaws regarding the
timing, make up, and other requirements for your nominat-
ing, budget, calendar, and audit committees. These chores
can be difficult to get organized if you wait until the end of
the year.

A final reminder, please see the enclosed forms for the
Newsletter Award and WRPTA'’s Ruth Huber Award, given
in honor of avery specia lady for her commitment to our
organization.

I hope the 2010 year will bring new exciting plans for you
and your families.

Maria Eagen
Region Director
Western Region PTA

/\/

REFLECTION RECEPTION
FRIDAY APRIL 30, 2010

Big Tree Elementary School

/\/
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WESTERN REGION PTA CALENDAR - 2009-2010

March 2010

Mon 8 Board Meeting - Ken-Ton School District Building

Sat 13 Jenkins Scholarship Interviews

Wed 31 FINAL MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT DUE (NYS PTA)

Wed 31 DEADLINE WRPTA Newsletter Award

April 2010

Thu 29 Board Meeting - Hamburg Central High School, Hamburg School District
Fri 30 Reflections Reception - Big Tree Elementary School, Frontier School District
May 2010

Sat 1 DEADLINE for Ruth Huber and Spotlight on Youth awards (WRPTA)

Thu 20 Spring Conference (WRPTA Annual Meeting) - Kenmore East High School
June 2010

Fri 4 Board Meeting and Picnic — site TBA

Tue 15 DEADLINE ANNUAL OFFICERS CONTACT INFORMATION (“Form A”)
Tue 15 DEADLINE Leadership (Skyzypek) Award (NYS PTA)

Mon 21 President’'s Meeting — site TBA

Fri-Sun 11-13 National PTA Convention — Memphis, TN

August 2010
Wed 18 Summer Leadership Conference (WRPTA) - 7PM - site TBA

ANOTHER GREATNORTH COLLINS
ELEMENTARYSCHOOL PTAEVENT

North Collins Elementary PTA hosted Family Get Moving Night on January 14, 2010 at the Ele-
mentary School. Over 75 students, parents, grandparents, and community members participated in
various healthy activities including jump rope, basketball, hockey, rock wall climbing, Wii fitness
stations, and healthy food taste testing.

The evening included presentations and information by Active Minds by Jan Mathis and Healthy
Eating Transition Program by Mary Jan Bolo.

A building wide scavenger hunt was held to locate healthy tips and those that completed the
scavenger hunt were entered into adrawing for a$20.00 Wal-Mart gift card. Our lucky winner was
Rebecca Holmes. Congratulations to her and everyone that joined us.

North Collins Elementary School PTA has more family fun events planned. Thanks to everyone
who donated items, volunteered, and participated in the fun event.

Brenda M usacchio, Vice President
North Collins Elementary School PTA
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Save the date....

Western Region PTA

:Lighting the Way:<

SPRING CONFERENCE
&
ANNUAL MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2010

KENMORE EAST HIGH SCHOOL
350 Fries Rd., Tonawanda, NY 14150

$10.00 per person

*
k%

DINNER

*
*x

Western Region PTA is “Lighting
the Way” for our units at the
2010 Spring Conference and
Annual Meeting. All members
are welcome to attend. Each unit
should plan on sending their
president or an alternate and 1
delegate for each 50 members
(or major fraction thereof).

The evening opens with dinner &
displays. WRPTA chairs will be
there to answer questions & ex-
change ideas. Informative work-
shops are being offered. During
the annual meeting, delegates
will vote on new region officers,
hear the reports of committee
chairs, & adopt the calendar and
budget for 2010-2011. NYS &
region awards will be presented.

Patty Frazier
WRPTA, Spring Conference
Chair

WORKSHOPS

#

AWARDS

*
k¥

ELECTIONS
e
For more information
contact Patty Frazier at 634-4340
pattyfrazierpta@msn.com
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: COﬂgF&tUl ationsSto bolores Mason, dedicated PTA

@ Volunteer and mother of WRPTA's Diane DeJoseph, for earn-
v ing an Honorary Lifetime Membership.

A4
A4
A4

* Awards were granted at the 2010 Founders Day, the celebration
@ of 113 years of PTA leadership.
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Congrats to Diane DeJoseph for earning the PTA Distinguished
Service Award.

<¢eecceceececeeece

BYLAWS NEWS

Congratulations to the following
Units for completing their bylaws
and getting approva from New
York State PTA

Hamburg Central PTSA
Maplemere PTA

Congratulations to your Bylaws
committees for ajob well done!

Karen Whitelaw,
Western Region Bylaws Chair
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Membership Memo-

Chairing the unit membership drive can
be a task of Olympic proportions. As we
enter the final laps of our 2009-2010
membership drive, every unit in Western
Region is in position to reach the gold
medal standard with a 5% increase over
last year's membership total.

The NYS PTA membership goal is “to
invite every parent, teacher, student,
other school personnel, and any inter-
ested citizen into active PTA member-
ship”. Please review your current mem-
bership lists and identify those individu-
als that can still be approached to join
with us to support our work on behalf of
our children and youth.

Early Bird Award Winners- add-ons to
the list published in November 2009

19- 238 Glendale (Sweet Home)

19- 393 Casey Middle (Williamsville)

Membership Growth Awards- to date
19-144 Cleveland Hill

19-244 Maple East Elementary
(Williamsuville)

19-246 Williamsville South HS

19-353 Ben Franklin Middle (KenTon)
19-415 West Seneca West Elementary
19-419 Enterprise Charter (Buffalo)

Patty Frazier
WRPTA Membership Chair
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>T AWARDS

S The Ruth Huber Award (DEADLINE MAY
1, 2010) and Newdletter Award

i (DEADLINE MAR, 31, 2010) applications
are enclosed in this mailing. Recognize
your volunteers for their hard work!
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Williamsville Council Leadership
Conference Held

The Williamsville Council of PTAs held its 5th Annual Leadership
Conference on February 12th at Williamsville North High School.

The evening began with dinner and a presentation by Jackie Stroh,
President of Clarion Call, on Building Relationships and Effective
Teams. Participants then chose from a variety of workshops that in-
cluded Money Matters and PTSA, presented by Kelly Stephenson,
NYS PTA Membership Chair, How to Deal Effectively With Y our
School Board, presented by Anne Ehrlich, WRPTA Treasurer, and
Karen Whitelaw, WRPTA Bylaws Chair, and Understanding the Col-
lege Search and Application Process, presented by Michael Koon and
Michelle Greenway of Williamsville Schools. The evening concluded
with a presentation by Dale Bauer, LCSW of Williamsville School
District, on Helping Our Kids Deal With Stress.

The programs were informative and enjoyable and the feedback from
participants was extremely positive.

The Williamsville Council extends sincere thanks and appreciation to
al of the guest presenters and facilitators for making the evening a
success.

Mary Perna Greenwald
Co-President, Williamsville Council of PTAs

(G240

Founders Day 2010

In celebration of 113 years of PTA, Western Region PTA current and
emeritus members gathered at the Oracle Charter School on February
10, 2010. The Delaware Avenue mansion housing Oracle was chosen
for its historical feel, being only slightly younger than PTA.

A remarkable display of PTA historica documents and memorabilia,
put together from items loaned by the participants, was the highlight
of the evening. Parlor games were played including PTA Jeopardy, a
personality test that was uncannily accurate and resulted in teams of
like guests collaborating to write a story about PTA, and a guessing
game designed to show off either how old we are or how long we
have been involved in PTA.

Coffee, tea, desserts, and hors d'oeuvres were served.

Thanks to the Founders Day committee, including those who contrib-
uted Jeopardy questions: Sue Andrijczuk, Etta Czaja, Maria Eagen,
Pat Hysert, and Shirley Lam.

AnneEhrlich
Founders Day Chair
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Do you know your AD?

My name is George Kimble. | an Western Region
PTA’s Associate Director of Assistant Directors.
Associate Directors are members of the Region
Board and as officers, serve on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Region Board. My job isto oversee the
Assistant Director assigned to your PTA.

Assistant Directors (ADs) are also on the Region
Board. They serve as aliaison, advisor, and resource
to the units and councils assigned to them. Every
unit/council has been assigned an AD. Please seethe
list on this page.

Y ou need to form aworking relationship with your
AD. Keep your AD up to date on any issues your
unit isfacing as well as news of your successful pro-
grams. Your AD reportsto me. | am available to as-
sist your AD or your unit directly if needed.

Y ou can communicate with your AD or any other
PTA Board member through the “contact us’ link at
WRPTA's website westernregionpta.org.

Remember, your other valuable resourceisthe NY S
PTA Resource Guide. It isavailable online at www.
nyspta.org. Click on the Members Only tab. Enter
the password and username that appear on the back
of your membership card. The Resource Guide can
be consulted or downloaded from the page that go-
pears.

Western Region offers officer training workshops
during conferences several times ayear. We are also
available to do on site training if you feel you need
help with operating your unit. The trainings may be
set up by contacting your AD.

Western Region’s Board members are here to help
your units and councils thrive and succeed.

George Kimble
WRPTA, Associate Director of ADs

Assistant Directors 2009-10

Please write the name of your AD in your 2009-2010
Directory.

Sue Andrijczuk—Frontier Council, Ken-Ton Council,
Sweethome Council, Williamsville Council, Big
Tree, Cloverbank, Blasdell & Pinehurst Elementary
Schools, Frontier Middle and Frontier Central High
School, Frontier SEPSTA

Etta Czaja—Buffalo Elementary School of Technology,
Winchester Elementary, West Seneca West Elemen-
tary, George E. Blackman ECC #54, Community
School #53

Anne Ehrlich—North Collins, Anthony J. Schmidt, Lake-
shore Middle, Springville Elementary, Colden Ele-
mentary, Eden

Patrice Freeman—Transit Middle ,Casey Middle, Mill
Middle, Maple East, Heim Middle, Williamsville
North, South, and East High Schools, Clarence SEP-
TSA, Williamsville SEPTSA

George Kimble—Oracle, Community, Enterprise, Mari-
time, Global Charter

Shirley Lam—Cheektowaga Central Middle, High School,
Pine Hill Pre-K, Union East Elementary, Cleve Hill
District

Linda Leising—Heim, Dodge, Forest, Maplewest Elemen-
tary Schools, Country Parkway

Liz Sloan—Amherst Middle/High School, Smallwood
Drive, Sweet Home High School, Glendale Elemen-
tary, Maplemere Elementary., Windermere Elem.,
Heritage Heights, Sweet Home Middle, Alexander
Elementary, Akron Elementary

Kelly Stephenson—Hamburg Central

Karen Whitelaw—Alexander Hamilton, Ben Franklin,
Thomas A. Edison, Charles Lindbergh, Theodore
Roosevelt, Ben Franklin Middle, Thomas Jefferson,
Kenmore Middle, Kenmore East and West High
Schools, Ken-Ton SEPTSA

Directors; Assistant or Associate????

ASSO CIATE Director Over sees Assistant
Directors, chairs, or programs.

ASS| STANT Director deals with | ndividual
units or councils.
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Western Region PT AReflections Program
2009 -2010 Winners

FTA REFLECTIONS “Beauty Is...”

All of the following entries have been sent on to State level competition. Winners at the State level will be announced in early
Spring. Please help us congratulate all of our Western Region PTA Reflections winners. The winners listed below are currently being judged at
the State level. We will contact any State winners once we are notified by NYS PTA. A reception for al the winners, their families, and our
Reflections Unit Chairs will be held on Friday, April 30™ 2010, at 7pm at Big Tree Elementary School. Invitations will be sent out in March.
Thank you to al our participants and Unit Reflections Chairs. We are so proud of all our talent students!!

Diane DeJoseph, WRPTA Reflections Chair

Créréor oY oY
Literature Photography Eilm Production
Primary Division Primary Division Intermediate Division
Daya lyer — Heim Elementary Reaghan Broadbent — Cloverbank Ele- Gayle Petri — Pinehurst Elementary
Sarah Feely — Pinehurst Elementary mentary Theodore Schulefand — Mill Middle
. L Nicholas Sanderson —Maple East Ele-
Intermediate Division mentary Middle/Junior Division
Rachel Valente - Charles Lindbergh Ele- **A J. Petri — Pinehurst Elementary Lindsey Maclay — Transit Middle
_ mentary Jack Jibb — Heim Middle
Jamie Carlson —Hamburg Central Intermediate Division Cory Rusch — Casey Middle
Alanna Krug — Charles Lindbergh Elemen-
Middle/Junior Division tary Senior Division
Shruti Bidani — Heim Middle School Juliana Newberry — Hamburg Central Addison Sachse — Hamburg Central
Kara Marzo — Transit Middle School **Caitlyn McNally — Alexander Hamilton (“Youthful Spirit")
. . Addison Sachse — Hamburg Central (“The
Senior Division Middle/Junior Summer”)
Chester Hochreiter — Akron PTA Eleni Casseri— Heim Middle Brianna Blank — Hamburg Central
Sarah Nizinkiewicz — Williamsville South Allie Scumaci — Transit Middle
HS . . .. @@@
Senior Division
lododod Stefanie Schmigel — Akron PTA Visual Arts

Rebecca Searns — Williamsville East HS Primary Division

Musical Competition Jeanie Kim — Dodge Elementary

Primary Division **Denotes Special Education winners Victoria Birk — Pinehurst Elementary
Luke Schriver — Heritage Heights Elemen-
tary e fe Intermediate Division
Emma Rothkopf — Heim Elementary Ryan Bohen — Big Tree Elementary
Dance Choreography Gayyathri Varavenkataraman — Transit
Intermediate Division Primary Division Middle

Jamie Hanrahan — Hamburg Central

| ' i ) Natalie Pitillo — Hamburg
Louis Schriver — Heritage Heights Ele-

Middle/Junior Division

mentary Intermediate Division Maxine Riter — Transit Middle
Emilee Davis — Maple East Elementary Sherry Yao — Mill Middle
iddl . S
Teagan Faran — Transit Middle Middle/Junior Division Senior Division
Joseph Wandass IV —Hamburg Central Calista Athans — Transit Middle Rebecca Searns — Williamsville East HS
) o Krista Syracuse — Hamburg Central
Senior Division Senior Division
Benjamin Sternberg — Williamsville South Molly Kirwan — Williamsville North HS PN,
HS , Jessica Calzi — Williamsville East HS PPN
Shelby Lamond — Williamsville East HS

PPN forérér
Erfrir lededes

T
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Editor: Reset Mindset

| am on my local school board and on my BO-
CES board. It's Budget Season and we are trying
to crunch numbers that we made crumbs of last
year. We have heard from our accountants, audi-
tors, legidators, and lobbyists that the scarcity of
state funding we face is bad, will be much worse
next year when stimulus money is gone, and may
never get better.

At every legidative conference we dis-
cuss unfunded mandates, what state,
federal, local, or NY SED law tellsuswe
have to provide to our students and
schools but does not give us a bag of
gold to pay for. Unfunded mandates are mis-
named: they are indeed funded, in NY by our
property taxes. | cannot explain in 500 or 5000
words the fairness or efficacy of education fund-
ing but do think it istime for smart peopleto
come up with some better ideas. In my district we
lost out on grants to decrease class size because
we already had small classes. Now, that is about
the only place we can look for savings. Mean-
while, we are required to have a principa in
every school building.

| believe small classes are good for kids. | believe
teachers should make enough to be middle class.

| believe music, art, and phys ed should be taught
by specifically trained and certified teachers and
that these subjects are critically important in child
development. | don’t believeit isagood thing to
return to what | experienced: overcrowded class-
rooms, special subjects taught by a classroom
teacher with atambourine, ajump rope, and con-
struction paper, disabled children imprisoned in
state hospitals.

| remember my 5th grade teacher: she looked 75.
There were 40 kids in the room and they gave her
an assistant in the afternoon. She would send one
of usto the water fountain with a paper cup, take
2 aspirins, and fall asleep at her desk. | recall her
wispy white wig slipping down over her forehead
but that can’t have really happened, can it? The

classroom mayhem was not educational and |
hope we never return to an erawhen teachers
cannot afford to retire.

The PTA issue here is what we are experiencing
in our units. Our cash strapped schools expect us
to come up with money for computers, books,
field trips, playgrounds, receptions, awards, mu-
sic competition registrations, band instruments,
sheet music, prom parties, yearbooks, pho-
tographs, honor society, team uniforms,
band uniforms, and on and on. None of
these is essential for our kids' education
and all of them enrich their lives. None of
these is appropriately provided by the PTA
and most of them at one time or another
are. PTA isacash cow and should not be. Mean-
while, membership is down everywhere.

At Founders Day, we played parlor games. One
of the games consisted of aquiz to determine per-
sonality type. The types were given the name of a
color. | was green: bossy, action oriented, always
right. We met in groups by color and had to come
up with astory. The green team'’ s story: Some
day there will be a PTA that advocates for chil-
dren, educates parents, and isn’'t abank. The End.
What if we all stuck to the Three-to-One rule: one
fundraiser for 3 PTA mission-oriented programs?
We would get volunteer speakers, we would give
40 people coffee and cookies, we would stop
buying amug and meal for every appreciated
teacher every year. We would have to raise $600
per year. The parents complaining about sending
$3.50 per person to State and National PTA and
clamoring for a PTO could run their own candle
sales to fund the playground and the other pro-
grams the school should pay for and deal with the
liability on their own. And to learn leadership and
advocacy, partnering with the Board of Ed, what
parenting is about, the importance of artsin edu-
cation, good health, and community involvement,
the PTO parents would join PTA.

Anne Ehrlich Beacon Editor

WRPTA

Call, text, leave a message: 961-8986 or email me:
anneehrlich@yahoo.com .
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Ruth Huber Award and
Newdetter Award formsare

enclosed in thismailing.
Don’t missthe deadlines!

WESTERN REGION PTA®

NEW YORK STATE CONGRESS

OF PARENTS & TEACHERS, INC.
- Branch of the National -

Maria Eagen

Director, Western Region PTA
3660 Heatherwood Drive
Hamburg, NY 14075
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WESTERN REGION PTA®
2009-10 OFFICERS

Director: Maria Eagen
Associate Directors:
Diane DeJoseph
Patty Frazier
George Kimble
Recording Secretary:
Shirley Lam
Corresponding Secretary:
Sue Andrijczuk
Treasurer: Anne Ehrlich
Immediate Past Director:
Etta Czaja
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